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Awards Season
Our Lasers are racking up the achievements

Referendum
Your Vote On April 7 Will Define KM

What The Tech? 
KM is on the forefront of engineering and automation



LESSONS ON COMMUNITY FROM A FIFTH GRADER 

I love Kettle Moraine. I mean, I REALLY LOVE Kettle Moraine. 

When my husband and I relocated here 36 years ago from Virginia, we did our 
research to find the best possible community to raise a family. Safety and top-ranked 
schools were our highest priority. 

We, like so many families, past and present, chose Kettle 
Moraine. And, boy, did we ever choose correctly.

We knew from the start, Kettle Moraine was a place where 
our children could not only learn and grow, but have the 
opportunity to be anything. A doctor. A therapist. A lawyer. 
A nurse. A machinist. An electrician. A teacher. All while 
learning the most important lesson of all - what it means 
to be part of a community. 

While there’s nothing more important than your family, your extended family - your 
community - is often times equally important. As the saying goes, it takes a village 
to raise a child. Well, it takes an incredible community or “village” to ensure 4,000 
children a year are given the opportunity to be whatever they dream to be.

A handful of our current dreamers participated in a district-wide forensics event in 
February. These fourth and fifth graders worked with the theme “In a World Where 
You Can Be Anything - Be Kind” and some prepared and presented self-written 
pieces. The students gained invaluable skills and experience speaking in public.  

One student’s self-written entry caught the eye of the judges - and mine, too. Fifth 
grader Tyler Schwartz wrote a paper titled “Kindness Goes Beyond.” As I read 
Tyler’s message, specifically how “...the kind acts we do not only helps those 
around us, but also make us feel better about ourselves,” it struck me: this is what 
KM does for our community. 

When a young woman builds a robot...or a student aces her ACT...or a teacher wins 
a prestigious award...or a fifth grader reminds us all we’re in this together...it makes 
us feel better about the world, and community, we live in.  

As April 7 nears and we ask residents to go beyond what the state provides KM, 
I ask you to reflect on what our community means to you. Personally, Kettle 
Moraine will always be a community my family is extremely proud to be part of. It 
continually makes me feel better about myself and the work we do because I see 
children like Tyler every day and know their impact to our community...and beyond.

Sincerely,

Pat Deklotz
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KINDNESS GOES BEYOND
By: Tyler Schwartz

Hi, I’m Tyler. What makes kindness such a great 
thing? Kindness brightens up someone when they’re 
down. Imagine a world without kindness where 
sadness is the villain. Nobody saying hello, 
smiling at each other, or opening a door for 
someone. These people that choose to be mean are 
not really accomplishing anything. They just 
leave those around them feeling bad. I just see 
no point or meaning behind it.

I think of kindness as a super power which can 
lift someone’s spirit. I envision a world where 
this super power, kindness, always beats sadness. 
One example of a person who used this super power 
to its fullest was Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He 
fought his whole life just to create a kind world 
by fighting for oppressed people. Doctor King’s 
acts of kindness earned him a whole day dedicated 
to him and his efforts. That day is January 20th. 

The benefits behind the kind acts we do, not only 
helps those around us, but it also makes us feel 
better about ourselves. When we feel better, 
more people want to be around us. From that, we 
make more friends, which makes us smile that 
much more. Those around us that appreciate our 
positive attitude give us the great feeling of 
inner confidence. When we are happy, happiness can 
spread. So, if you have a smile, others will too. 

So, if you see someone down, think twice, even 
just a simple “hello” or “I like your shoes” can 
be enough for them to feel to their fullest, 
and go on with their day, happy. Be kind to 
everyone! Thank you for listening to my speech 
about kindness! Remember you are worth it! Stay 
strong, work hard! And do the impossible and most 
importantly - BE KIND! 
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In early March, a total of 20 National Honor Society students volunteered 
their time at Lapham Peak to help get rid of and burn invasive buck thorn. 
A total of 64 volunteer hours were accumulated and the students cleared a 
football-field-sized portion of buckthorn!

KM IN THE COMMUNITY

It’s amazing what happens when you ask kids to spread 
kindness. State Representative Cindi Duchow asked if KM 
could help the efforts of her office and fellow colleagues who 
are sending care packages to troops overseas.

“One of my staff members served in Afghanistan as an artillery 
commander and she told us about a 3-week period where 
they were basically in tents due to severe snowstorms with no 
connection to family and friends or the outside world,” said 
Rep. Duchow. “So, we know firsthand how important it is to 
remind our troops we’re always thinking of them and eternally 
appreciative of their sacrifices.” 

Rep. Duchow stopped by Wales Elementary and Cushing 
Elementary in March to pick up cards our students created. 
A few students read cards aloud and expressed how thankful 
they are for the freedom our troops continually fight for.

“They volunteer, they leave their families, they miss their kids’ 
birthdays, so we want to show our troops love,” Rep. Duchow 
told students at Wales. “They are going to be thrilled to get our 
packages and your special cards.”  

WALES & 
CUSHING  
STUDENTS 
CREATE 
CARDS FOR OUR TROOPS
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NHS STUDENTS CLEAR TONS OF 
BUCKTHORN AT LAPHAM PEAK

$837.35 RAISED FOR 
FAMILY PROMISE

SETTING A GOAL

FOR LLS
Kettle Moraine High School of Health 
Sciences seniors Ellery Dahlberg and 
Emma Johnson participated in the The 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) 
2020 Student of the Year Campaign.

The campaign includes local schools 
competing to raise money for LLS. 
Each team competes toward a $50,000 
goal by creating and hosting their own 
fundraiser events. 

Their team name is Counting on a 
Cure and the honored hero of the 2020 
Student of the Year Campaign is their family friend, Harlow Millies. Millies 
was battling acute lymphoblastic leukemia.

Dahlberg said Millies “rang the bell” and took her last dose of chemo on 
Dec. 11, 2019 and is currently cancer-free. Dahlberg said she thought the 
fundraiser was a great opportunity and a great thing to do for LLS.

“Every three minutes somebody is diagnosed with a blood cancer and I 
don’t think a lot of people know that,” said Dahlberg. 

The team is not allowed to divulge it’s totals, but is very confident their 
fundraisers were a success. 

“We feel confident with the amount we have raised,” said Dahlberg. “We 
are glad we could raise awareness.”

Visit www.studentsoftheyear.org to learn more about the Student of The 
Year program and Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

Congratulations to Danielle Arnott for receiving a President’s Volunteer Service 
Award! This honor from the Prudential Spirit of Community Awards Program 
recognizes students who have volunteered significant amounts of time to serve their 
community.

“I received this award because I give a lot of my time to serving others in the 
community,” said Arnott. “I volunteer at a week-long Girl Scout camp, help out at 
Saint Ben’s meal program in Milwaukee, and various other events at my church and 
school.”

“Receiving this award meant a lot to me because I know there were many other 
applicants donating their time to worthy causes as well. Volunteering has always been 
a part of my life, and I think it’s important for everyone to give back to the community 
and serve those in need to make the community a better place for everyone.”

Magee students and families knocked 
“Coins for a Cause” out of the park 
this March raising $837.35 for Family 
Promise of Waukesha County.

Thanks to the generosity of our 
Magee families, many more families 
in Waukesha County will be positively 
impacted through this donation! 

And, as promised, for collecting  
over $500, a dozen students 
were able to give Principal 
Sue Sterner a haircut at 
an all-school assembly! 

STUDENT RECEIVES PRESIDENT’S  
VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD

MAGEE COINS 
FOR A CAUSE  
IS A CUT ABOVE!

BEFORE

AFTER

Students Set Fundraising  
Goal of $50,000 for LLS



Blue Jeans by Ashley Bonestroo
(KM Perform Art Focus) Gold Key (Short 
Fiction)

Bethanie Moore (shown with her incredible bronze dragon) was one of a handful of artists in attendance and 
congratulated at the Feb. 4 KMSD School Board meeting for their Scholastic Art & Writing Awards achievements.

The artists’ work will was on display through March 15 in Milwaukee Art Museum’s Schroeder Galleria! 
The juried exhibition showcased works by students in grades 7–12 from nearly 100 schools across the state. 
Congrats to these amazing artists and writer!

Caroline Johnson  
Gold Key Award

Riley Haller (KM Perform Writing Focus)  
Silver Key Award
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Alexana Dresden (KM Perform Art Focus) 

Honorable Mention

Eli Elkin  
Honorable Mention

Taylor Mooney (8th-grade) 
Gold Key

Alexis Eckstein (7th-grade)  
Honorable Mention

Bethanie Moore 
Honorable Mention

Students’ Art Work On Display 

at MAM
Student & Teacher To Be 
Honored By Herb Kohl 
Education Foundation
Congratulations to Kettle Moraine High School senior 
Alex Neimon and High School of Health Sciences (HS²) 
educator Alyssa Basthemer for being honored by the Herb 
Kohl Education Foundation.

Basthemer was selected as a 2020 Herb Kohl Educational 
Foundation Teacher Fellow. She earned a $6,000 grant 
and HS² will also receive a $6,000 grant.

“Just being in the High School of 
Health Sciences has made me a 
better educator,” Basthemer told 
the KM School Board recently. 
“It really means a lot to me to be 
recognized - it means I’m doing 
something right! When I started 
in HS², Physics was primarily a 

junior-senior course and we asked ‘why don’t freshman 
take Physics?’ and it was frowned upon. I actually found 
teaching freshman was easier than teaching juniors 
and seniors for this course and now it’s a self-
paced course freshman and sophomores excel in.”
 
Neimon was selected as a 2020 Herb Kohl 
Student Excellence Scholarship recipient and 
will receive $10,000 toward his education at 
UW-Madison, where he plans to study computer 
science. Neimon was chosen for his exceptional 
leadership, citizenship, and school and community 
involvement.

“I plan to continue helping in my community and 
thinking beyond myself,” said Neimon, an Eagle 
Scout and member of National Honor Society. “I 
will continue doing things for the betterment of 
others.” 

Both student and teacher will be recognized by 
Herb Kohl at a recognition luncheon May 9, 2020.

Blue Jeans by Ashley Bonestroo (KM Perform Art Focus)  
Gold Key (Short Fiction)

Ana Botello 
Silver Key Award

Audrie Doughty  
Silver Key Award

Charlotte Walgren   
Silver Key Award

The Kettle Moraine Children’s Choir took center stage (er, field) before the Milwaukee 
Wave game February 9 at the UW-M Panther Arena, kicking things off with our 
country’s National Anthem! We are soooooo proud of these young performers!

CHILDREN’S CHOIR KICKS OFF 
WAVE GAME WITH ANTHEM 



Adequate vs. Excellence
The State of Wisconsin is mandated to fund an “adequate” education. After 13 years and $17 million in budget reductions, there’s little left to trim and KM 
excellence is on its way to adequate. The KM board has always been conservative and cost-conscious with your tax dollars, but it’s no longer enough. There 
are two choices: legislative advocacy and referendum, which our state legislature provides to let individual communities make up the per-pupil revenue limit 
disparity in Wisconsin’s revenue limit formula. KM’s revenue limit per pupil is $10,158 - third lowest in Waukesha County. The community must now decide if it 
wants to maintain its excellence or provide an “adequate” education.

$2,500,000 for 2020-2021 

+ $1,500,000 for 2021-2022

+ $1,500,000 for 2022-2023

+ $1,500,000 for 2023-2024

...which equals $7,000,000 
in sustainable funding

WHY A RECURRING 
REFERENDUM?
KM is asking to sustain its 
schools as they are, with limited 
reinstatement of cuts to KM’s 2019-
20 budget. 

Kettle Moraine School District 
is asking residents for recurring 
permission to exceed its revenue 
authority to sustain its current level 
of educational programming.

2020 REFERENDUM

A failed referendum will force KM to make $1.7 million in cuts to balance our 2020-
2021 budget. Those reductions will come from a number of areas:  

PARAPROFESSIONALS
Reduce regular and special education paraprofessionals to part time and/or reduce 
health/dental benefit offered to regular and special education paraprofessionals to 
single coverage. $350,000 per year cost benefit.

ART, MUSIC & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Reduce by 50 percent the number of times elementary students receive instruction 
from a certified art, music, and physical education teacher. Reduce the frequency of 
physical education at Kettle Moraine Middle School. $340,000 per year cost benefit.

INSTRUCTIONAL COACHES
Reduce Instructional Coaches. $250,000 per year cost benefit.

CAPITAL EQUIPMENT / FURNISHINGS
Eliminate capital equipment/furnishings budget. $250,000 per year cost benefit.

DEFER MAINTENANCE / IMPROVEMENTS 
Defer maintenance of needed capital improvements. $200,000 per year cost benefit.

FEES FOR ATHLETICS, MUSIC, AND CO-CURRICULAR
Double fees for athletics, music, and co-curricular activities to $600 per year.
$140,000 per year cost benefit.

SUMMER USE OF BUILDINGS BY THE PUBLIC
Eliminate summer use of all buildings except Kettle Moraine High School AND 
eliminate summer use of Kettle Moraine High School from Friday PM through Sunday 
PM. $130,000 per year cost benefit.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Further reduce professional development by 50%. $25,000 per year cost benefit.

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS AND IMPACTS ON EACH AREA, 
PLEASE VISIT KMSD.EDU/REFERENDUM.

WHAT IF THE REFERENDUM FAILS? • Eliminated 32.5 instructional Full Time Equivalent positions (FTE)
- Reduced guidance counselors and psychologists
- Reduced library media specialists
- Eliminated elementary band and orchestra programs
- Reduced Orchestra, Band, Choir staff
- Eliminated MS Academic Career Planning Advisor
- Eliminated Mandarin Chinese program
- Eliminated German, French and World Language exploratory at
middle school

• Reduced nurses and custodians
• Eliminated / reduced 5.5 administration FTE
- Eliminated Summer Academy Director
- Eliminated Associate Principal
- Reduced Athletics/Activity Director and Associate Principal
(reduced 50 percent each)

- Eliminated Director of Data and Assessment
- Eliminated Web site coordinator
- Eliminated 3 administrative assistants
- Reduced compensation for superintendent and assistant

    superintendent
• Reduced operating budgets by $1.5 million
• Eliminated bus routes, resulting in longer rides
• Doubled the cost for student athletic/activities fees to $300/year
• Increased parent payments for Technology Parent Partnership

agreement from 50 percent to 75 percent
• Extended technology replacement cycle by one year (4-5 years for

students; 5-6 years for staff)

- Total reductions for 2018-19 = $2,588,858
- Total reductions for 2019-20 = $1,935,893

WHAT HAS KETTLE MORAINE DONE 
TO BALANCE ITS BUDGET THE PAST 
TWO YEARS AND BEYOND?

KM has made $17.1 million (28%)  
in reductions over the past 13 years

WHAT IS THE PROPERTY TAX IMPACT? 

If Kettle Moraine School District voters approve the referendum, the 
current KMSD tax levy rate of $9.63 will increase $0.15 cents to 
$9.78 per $1,000 of property value. The rate of $9.78 is projected to 
remain through the 2023-24 school year. 

9  

1. In the 1992-93 school year, a new funding formula was put in place requiring all districts to start at their funding level
at that time. KM’s conservative-minded funding was low - $6-7 million less than several other Waukesha county districts
- and all of the increases since then have been a flat dollar amount. Consequently, we are still funded below many other
districts.

2. The funding formula rewards growing districts and severely penalizes declining enrollment districts. A Blue Ribbon
Committee - led by republicans statewide - recently recognized the inequity in the formula and recommended it be fixed.
However, nothing was done. Yes, we have a slow enrollment decline - like much of the state - and we right-size our staff
each year where we can. If the district serves 50 fewer students in a given year, that is only a decline of one student from
every fifth classroom. We still have the same fixed costs and don’t need to reduce staffing. Yet, the revenue loss to our
district budget is $500,000. However, in a growing district (like Oconomowoc or Mukwonago), you would gain $500,000 of
revenue with limited increases in expenses.

3. The funding formula penalizes districts with high transportation costs. The Blue Ribbon Committee also recommended
this flaw to be fixed, but no action was taken. Our costs are high - $3 million a year - because KM covers 90 square miles.

4. Health care costs have risen dramatically. KM was able to offset the costs initially by utilizing the tools offered from
ACT 10. We now have what I believe is the least-competitive health insurance plan of any district in Waukesha County, which puts us at a competitive 
disadvantage for top teachers. We bid the plan out annually to obtain competitive pricing, but the costs are still high. Our most widely-chosen plan 
includes a $5,000 deductible for a single user and $10,000 for a family. 

5. KM’s state aid has been going down at a faster rate than our
decreases in expenses. State aid has been reduced by roughly
15 percent each year for most of the past decade as KM has a
relatively high property value per student. For example, if our
budget goes down $1 million, but state aid is reduced by $1.5
million, our property taxpayers have to make up the difference.

6. Madison is stuck in neutral with no solution in sight. We have
been lobbying for change the past 20 years. Unfortunately, our
legislators assure us there is no solution on the horizon. They
also remind us we have a “local solution” called referendum,
which 81 percent of the state’s districts have turned to for 
funding. KM only gets 19 percent of our income tax collected for 
schools. The rest is funneled to other school districts, or other state purposes. With the proposed referendum, Kettle Moraine School District keeps 100 
percent of the local tax dollars collected via referendum!

7. Special Education funding has been cut in half. The state originally funded Special Education at a reimbursement rate of approximately 60 percent. It
is currently around 30 percent, so we legally have to make up this difference by taking funds away from “regular” education students.

8. Continued cuts will result in students open enrolling out of KM. We cut $1.9 million for the current school year, must trim an additional $1.7 million for
the 2020-21 school year and then at least an additional $1.3 million in 2021-22. These cuts will severely dampen KM’s quality of education and viability -
staff and students will leave.

Again, I am hopeful KM will continue to be an excellent district for its students, their families and our communities. The choice is up to all of us as a 
community to decide who we want to be moving forward.  

Sincerely,

Gary Vose, KM School Board President

Gary Vose - KM School 
Board President

KM: A 30,000-Foot View

GET THE FACTS kmsd.edu/referendum     VOTE APRIL 7 myvote.wi.gov

“IT IS NOW UP TO THE KM 
COMMUNITY TO DETERMINE 
IF THE COST OF EXCELLENCE 
IS WORTH IT.”

How did KM get to this point and what is the solution?  

Hello, KM community. We have been through a lot over the past two years. After the 2019 referendum did not pass, the Kettle Moraine School Board 
listened to over 400 community members voice their opinions on cuts made for the current 2019-20 school year. They also voiced their opinions on the 
state of KM and its future. We have taken those comments to heart. 

I have been serving on the school board since 1987. My five children have attended K-12 and my grandchildren are now attending. Kettle Moraine is my 
home and I cherish its schools, our children, and the opportunities provided through an excellent Kettle Moraine education. However, without further 
funding, additional cuts will be required next year and each year thereafter for the foreseeable future. The referendum results will dictate the future of 
our schools. Do we want to be adequate or continue excellence? It is now up to the Kettle Moraine community to determine if the cost of excellence is 
worth it. Here’s a 30,000-foot view of how we got here and the choice ahead for all of us.



THE PROCESS/WHAT THE PROGRAM OFFERED: 
My experience with the Senate Scholars 2020 program helped me to further understand 
the process of creating Wisconsin legislature. Throughout this week-long camp, I visited and 
interviewed with several groups of people who worked in the state capitol, including senators, 
Wisconsin Supreme Court state judges, legal advisors, journalists, and much more. These people 
helped explain their work, what their career is like on a day-to-day basis, and what kind of 
education they received in order to get this position. 

HOW I WAS SELECTED: 
In order to be selected, I had to complete an extensive application requiring me to write an 
informative essay covering the purpose of Wisconsin’s legislative agencies. I also had to complete 
a multiple-choice question exam about the U.S. government, acquire two recommendation letters 
from teachers, include a resumé, and receive a signature of approval from my school’s principal. 
Out of everyone who applies, 33 students in the state of Wisconsin are accepted into the program. 

WHO I MET AND WHAT I LEARNED: 
I was in a small group with 10 peers (juniors and seniors) from different high schools around 
Wisconsin. My group was led and supervised by Dr. Tammy Wehrle. Over the course of the week,  
I met and talked with several senators, lobbyists, journalists, legal advisors, Supreme Court 
Justices, and even Kathy Evers at the governor’s mansion. One of the most important lessons I 
learned from each of these people is partisanship in the government is becoming more of an issue. 
For those who aspire to work for the government, it is important to have an open mind and the 
ability to work with others who might have different opinions. 

On the FAST TRACK

KM Perform Senior Emma Kuehn Completes 
Rigorous Wisconsin Senate Scholar Program! 

It doesn’t get much more hands-on than this. Students in KM Global are transforming
a street motorcycle into a flat-track race bike in six months as part of BUILD Moto, 
a Royal Enfield Motorcycles program. The idea is to give high school students the opportunity 
to learn technical skills like design, welding, fabrication, mechanical repair, machining, media, and
marketing as it relates to the motorcycle industry. 

KM students received a 2018 Royal Enfield Classic 500 from Royal Enfield North America in January. During 
the deconstruction phase, students looked at the various components of the motorcycle, set a plan to tear 
down the motorcycle in an effort to lose weight and create a better power to weight ratio. 

“We took off all the heavy metal materials and we looked to fabricate new parts from a variety of light durable 
material,” said KM Global teacher Zak Lenski. “Students got a first-hand look at the electrical components of 
the motorcycle in order to understand how to minimize unneeded clutter that includes removing all lights and 
even the electric starter.”

All this work is being done at Wisconsin Harley-Davidson in Oconomowoc under the supervision of 
professional mechanics, as well as Mr. Lenski and Mrs. Prokop. 

“The main goal for this project is for students to learn about project management, managing a 
professional social media presence, creating and implementing a design, learning technical skills, 
collaborating with industry professionals and fundraising,” said Prokop. “Students are eager to work with 
community companies on sponsorships and it’s a great way for them to learn skills like welding, painting, machining, marketing, and fabricating. It’s an 
intense learning experience for sure!”

The KM build team - otherwise known as Lap’em Lasers - meets after school with mentors and do a majority of team meetings, planning and collaborating 
during KM Global’s BUILD Moto seminar, where students are earning credit for the project.  

The finished fast track bike will soon be a big part of the Brewtown Rumble festival in May. Visit brewtownrumble.com for more info and follow the Lap’em 
Lasers story on Instagram at @kmbuildmoto. 

Global Students Are Turning A Royal Enfield Into A Fast Track Bike 

The Lap’em Laser Team poses 
with Wisconsin Flat Track 
superstar J.J. Flairty, who has 
been asked to be the rider for the  
team once the build is finished.

Genesee Depot  |  Wales  |  Waukesha   

8 Locations • Visit Us Online at ewaldauto.com

*Limited warranty is on qualified new vehicles only, some restrictions apply. Leases excluded. Limited warranty is not transferable, a copy of limited warranty is available. See dealer for details.

For All Your Transportation Needs
New & Used Vehicles, Service, Parts & Auto Collision Repair

Family Owned and Operated

Upon request, the School District of Kettle Moraine is required to evaluate a 
child for eligibility for special education services. A request for evaluation is 
known as a referral. When the district receives a referral, the district will appoint 
an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team to determine if the child has a 
disability, and if the child needs special education services. The district locates, 
identifies, and evaluates all children with disabilities who are enrolled by their 
parents in private (including religious) schools, elementary schools and secondary 
schools located in the school district.

A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker, or administrator of a social agency 
who reasonably believes a child brought to him or her for services is a child with a 
disability has a legal duty to refer the child, including a homeless child, to the school 
district in which the child resides. Before referring the child, the person making 
the referral must inform the child’s parent that the referral will be made. Others, 
including parents, who reasonably believe a child is a child with a disability may 
also refer the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in which the 
child resides. Referrals must be in writing and include the reason why the person 
believes the child is a child with a disability. A referral may be made by contacting 
Dr. Charles Wiza, Director of Student Services, School District of Kettle Moraine, at 
262.968.6300, ext. 5341, or by writing to him at School District Kettle Moraine, 563 
A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI, 53183.

The School District of Kettle Moraine does not discriminate on the basis of religion, 
sex, race, color, national origin, age, ancestry, creed, political affiliation, membership 
in the National Guard, state defense force or any reserve component of the United 
States Military or state military forces, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual 
orientation or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability or handicap or other 
basis prohibited under state or federal law.



REGISTRATION OPENS 
2020
GET MORE INFO at kmsd.edu/summeracademy

June 22nd-July 31st

(no class July 3)

CLASSES RUN

March 16th at 8am 
via Infinite Campus.   

KM Perform’s production of “The Addams Family - A New Musical” was 
a resounding smash success. With four packed shows in late February, 
three evenings and one matinée, it was hailed as the most-attended KM 
Perform musical to date. Filled with intricate dance numbers, an elaborate 
and ever-changing set, the play boasted several laugh-outload moments 
and received raucous cheers and whistles after nearly every scene.

“There isn’t a better feeling in the world than making an auditorium full 
of people laugh as you run around on stage making a complete fool of 
yourself,” said Sylvia LaGalbo, a junior who played Uncle Fester.

“I am thankful for a most amazing production staff!” said director Todd 
Jaeger. “Each one of them is an outstanding artist, teacher, and role 
model for our students. But I am also thankful for the kind, loving, 
talented, and crazy family who made up the cast, crew, and pit orchestra 
for our show. I cannot imagine a finer group of young people to work with. 
It was a privilege to be a part of this family!”

Gabriella Tzougros played the love-torn Addams daughter Wednesday and 
said, “I’ve been in 10-plus musicals, and by far I can say this was the best 
ever. Being a senior, it’s hard to say goodbye, but I’m so happy to have 
had this amazing opportunity.” 

Junior Chelsea Rowley concurred. She stole many a scene as mother-
in-law-to-be Alice Beinecke. “This opportunity to be with these people, 
in this cast, directed by these teachers, is not going to be like any other 
opportunity that I will ever have and I am so grateful. I have never had a 
better theater experience...I am especially thankful to Alice Beinecke for 
letting me tell her story through the course of this production!”

Is BIGGEST Musical To Date
“Addams Family”
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Senior KM Perform music focus 
student Gabriella Tzougros 
performed as part of the UW Eau 
Claire Honor Band. 

Gabriella was one of 350 students 
from 77 different schools 
represented at the festival. We are 
KM proud of you, Gabriella!

What does it mean to you to get  
a perfect 36 on the ACT?
For me, getting a perfect score is the 
accomplishment of a goal I’ve had 
since middle school. When I was in 
eighth grade, another student at KM 
got a perfect score. I thought it was 
really cool, and I decided that I was 
going to do that someday.

Where will you be going to college? 
What will you be studying?
I hope to attend the University of 
North Texas and study either computer 
science or political science. I haven’t 
decided which one yet.

Describe your overall experience at 
KMHS and how it has prepared you for 
life after high school.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my four 
years at KMHS, and I know I will 
miss it next year. My favorite part of 
high school has been participating 
in the band program. I play in Wind 
Symphony, marching band, pep bands, 
Honor Flights, jazz ensemble, flute 
choir, and in the pit orchestra for 
musicals. 

I have also enjoyed participating in the 
rock climbing team (team captain), 
Mock Trial team (team captain), 
and Chess Team (I started the team 
two years ago). Early college credit 
classes have given me some college 
experience and make me a little more 
comfortable with the thought of taking 
them full time next year.
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PUTTING IT ALL
TOGETHER
KETTLE MORAINE STUDENTS TEAM TO CREATE THE FUTURE

It’s six o’clock on a Friday night. You’re sitting on your sofa, feet on the coffee table, relaxing after a tough week of work. 
You’re munching a cracker, mulling dinner options as your Roomba gathers crumbs at your feet.

“Siri, where’s the best fish fry in Kettle Moraine?” you politely inquire.

Siri replies with a list of outstanding choices. Satisfied, you toss the last bit of cracker into your mouth, grab your phone 
and head to the door.

“Siri, dim the lights and turn the heat down to sixty,” you steadily command.

As you slip one hand into your jacket sleeve, the other hand is swiping and poking the screen on your phone. You open the 
door to a motion-lit front porch as your car remotely starts and you’re out the door. The Roomba slowly hums passed the 
door. It’s now 6:05 and your automated evening has just begun.

Robotics and automation has not only transformed industry, but also they have dramatically changed the everyday lives 
of humans. We now live science-fiction-like days where robots clean alongside us at the store, your watch tells you the 
weather, vacuums clean without a human’s assistance and our most skilled medical professionals work side by side with 
robotic arms in delicate surgeries. Robotics has redefined how humans and machines can work together. And, it all begins 
in our schools. Kettle Moraine students have incredible opportunities to learn about automation and robotics starting in 
elementary schools with robotics.

They begin building with LEGO bricks in a strategic way as early as kindergarten, which prepares them to move on to 
LEGO Robotics programming and building throughout their elementary years, followed by robotics clubs in middle and 
high school years. All the while math and science course are interwoven with computer science and technology classes 
building computational thinkers who learn about loops and conditionals, coding languages, engineering, architecture and 
so much more to the point they are building robots that complete complicated tasks and underwater rovers that clear 
harmful debris from sea floors and waterways.
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These underwater garbage collectors are part of SeaPerch, 
an innovative underwater robotics program that equips 
teachers and students with the resources they need to build 
an underwater Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) in an in-
school or out-of-school setting. Students build the ROV from a 
kit comprised of low-cost, easily accessible parts, following a 
curriculum that teaches basic engineering and science concepts 
with a marine engineering theme. The SeaPerch Program 
provides students with the opportunity to learn about robotics, 
engineering, science, and mathematics (STEM) while building an 
underwater ROV as part of a science and engineering technology 
curriculum.

KMHS engineering students are currently building and 
programming underwater rovers to perform specific tasks. Before 
students competed with other high school students from across 
our region, the team practiced in front of community judges. Mark 
Johansen, CEO of Wales-based Farris Automation Systems (FAS) and 

a supporter of Laser Robotics, was one of the judges.

“FAS sponsors the KMHS robotics and elementary LEGO teams because these programs have 
been proven to help students realize the need to mesh all of their past education together in 

order to accomplish a team goal,” said Johansen. “The most successful engineers must know how 
to combine STEM classes with their English, speech and writing classes in order to communicate their ideas to teachers, judges, and sponsors. 
After graduation, those same skill combinations will be used to present their career projects to their employers, investors and customers. If kids 
don’t have project-oriented classes like these, this important skill would be very difficult to accomplish before they start their first career.”

The program is a huge benefit to both students and their community, explained Johansen. “As a future employer, I see a program that can help 
kids determine if they want to invest four years of their time and money into an engineering degree. Every year, FAS will have one or two interns 
work at our facility in Wales. About half of our interns leave knowing some form of engineering is what they want to do. The other half realize they 
just saved $100,000 by choosing a different career path. I feel both of those outcomes are successful. These Kettle Moraine classes and teachers 
are able to accomplish this same task, but with more students.”

Kettle Moraine Middle School Principal Mike Comiskey attended a robotics 
competition to see his students in action and was impressed with the multi-
layered levels of learning the students experience.

“The matches are an awesome mix of cooperation, focus, tension, and trying 
to prevent things from going wrong!” said Comiskey after watching the Laser 
Tech team, which ended a strong second season with a second-place alliance 
finish at Wisconsin State Championships. “I love how the whole endeavor 
mixes the various talents of our team members. I also was lucky enough 
to visit with the team at their practice. The attention to detail and group 
problem-solving 
were amazing. 

We are blessed to have a great team of parent coaches involved, supporting, 
nudging, probing the team members.”

Parents and mentors are huge components of the program’s success. Between Brick 
Builders, Laser Tech and Laser Robotics Team 2077, 50 or more parents are involved 
in a given season.

“With Laser Tech, we have four or five adults who attend most or all of the practices, 
with a couple additional adults who help when their schedule allows,” said parent 
Mike Brickl of Laser Tech. “The dedication of the coaches and mentors is critical 
because of the complexity of this activity. There is a lot of trouble-shooting involved 
when you’re dealing with a robot! But it’s a total group effort. The coaches are 
motivated by the students, and the students are motivated by the coaches.”

“The kids are amazing. They support each other completely, and realize they each 
bring unique skills and ideas to the team effort. There is a lot of collaboration and 
compromise practiced on this team. And this gives the kids great experience for 
navigating their academic careers, as well as setting them up for post-graduate 
success.”

That success could lead to future Laser graduates automating and refining the world 
we live in. Including the vacuum you leave behind to do your dirty work.

PHOTOS: LEFT: Team Cosmic Brownies present their SeaPerch underwater rover. TOP RIGHT: The Laser Brick Builders participated in the 
State FIRST Robotics Championships at Waukesha South High School. They came in third place overall and won the Robot Performance Award! 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Laser Robotics Team 2077 celebrates at a 2019 competition.

“The most successful engineers 
must know how to combine STEM 
classes with their English, speech 
and writing classes in order to 
communicate their ideas.”
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